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Pharmacists without Borders Canada: An update
Suzanne Levesque, BPharm, MBA With your recent coverage of the important work of pharmacists during natural disasters, 1,2 I thought it would be an opportune time to update CPJ readers about a pharmacist organization that has spent decades working in areas around the world in greatest need of medical and pharmaceutical aid.
Pharmacists without Borders Canada/Pharmaciens Sans Frontières Canada (PSF Canada) was founded in 1994 and is a nonprofit organization. Recognized by the United Nations and the World Health Organization (WHO), this humanitarian movement of pharmacists helps people in need by optimizing the distribution network and the management of essential drugs. PSF Canada provides pharmaceutical care through training, education and organization of resources. In addition to its many projects, PSF Canada is also a pharmaceutical reference for other nongovernmental organizations and works with them on joint projects.
Since 2009, PSF Canada has been leading a mission in northern Uganda to help reorganize the pharmacy at St. Mary's Hospital Lacor. St. Mary's Hospital in Lacor (also known as Lacor Hospital), founded in 1959, is a nonprofit charitable institution belonging to the Gulu Catholic Diocese, located 6 km west of Gulu town. Lacor Hospital operates in a very difficult social and economic environment. Since 1986, local insecurity has devastated the economy of northern Uganda, leaving the population in dire need, suffering and despair. Most of the patients receiving services at Lacor Hospital are among the poorest of the country, living well below the poverty line. The hospital accommodates a daily average of 500 inpatients, plus their caregivers, and receives an average of 800 outpatient visits each day. In addition to its main hospital compound, Lacor Hospital also owns and operates 3 peripheral health centers, each with a 24-bed capacity. Because of its size and reputation as the best tertiary care hospital in East Africa, Lacor Hospital serves as a training ground for various health care professionals; it is a teaching site for the Gulu University Faculty of Medicine, as 
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Lacor Hospital parallel the vision of WHO and the 2008 International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP) Basel Statements, reflecting the shared aim of optimizing patient safety, making responsible utilization of health care resources and ensuring integrity of the medication supply. 3 These standards of pharmacy practice have been used to assess or advance hospital pharmacy practice in many areas of the world.
Following the end of this 5-year mission in October 2015, Canadian pharmacy volunteers continued to support the Pharmacy Department at St. Mary's Hospital Lacor. Limitations of human resources are a constant factor in Uganda and, of course, at Lacor Hospital.
The high standards that were achieved over the past years with the support of PSF Canada can be maintained with extra pharmacy staff, whether it be volunteers (pharmacists and/or students, pharmacy technicians) from Canada or by funding to have more pharmacy-trained staff in the department.
PSF Canada supervised 7 Canadian pharmacists on this mission, in addition to many Canadian pharmacy students who completed an internship program. PSF Canada would like to recognize the contributions of these Canadian pharmacists who made a difference at St. Mary's Hospital,
